July 22, 2008

Even the Nazis asked why African American
men would fight for a country that treated
them so unfairly. Yet the Tuskegee Airmen
were eager to fly and die for a Nation that had
done little for them.

These men, like over a million others who
fought in World War I, fought two wars: One
was in Europe, and the other in the hearts and
minds of Americans.

As a poignant example, the white com-
mander of the Tuskegee airfield was once
asked—uwith all seriousness—how do African
Americans fly? He said, “Oh, they fly just like
everybody else flies—stick and rudder.” Little
by little, every victory at war was translated to
a victory here in the United States.

On February 2, 1948, President Truman, in
no small part due to the bravery of the men
of Tuskegee, announced in a special message
to Congress that he had, “instructed the Sec-
retary of Defense to take steps to have the re-
maining instances of discrimination in the
armed services eliminated as rapidly as pos-
sible.”

President Truman’s former colleagues and
drinking partners, the Senators from the
Southern States immediately threatened a fili-
buster. The typically bull-headed man from
Missouri forced the issue by using his execu-
tive powers. Among other things, Truman bol-
stered the civil rights division, appointed the
first African American judge to the Federal
bench, named several other African Ameri-
cans to high-ranking administration positions,
and most important, 60 years ago on July 26,
1948, he issued an executive order abolishing
segregation in the armed forces and ordering
full integration of all the services.

Executive Order 9981 declared that “there
shall be equality of treatment and opportunity
for all persons in the armed forces without re-
gard to race, color, religion, or national origin.”
By the end of the Korean conflict, almost all
the military was integrated.

The men and women | am proud to rep-
resent in Missouri’s Fifth District have contrib-
uted a great deal to this Nation we love. They
have fought wars, supplied the expansion the
West, founded religions, painted masterpieces,
composed symphonies—but perhaps none
have done more to shape the face of the earth
than President Truman. May history always re-
member Executive Order 9981 as quintessen-
tial Truman. In classic Truman style, the order
was an example of making a decision not be-
cause it was easy, but because it was the
right thing to do.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ESCAMBIA FED-
ERATED REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S
CLUB UPON ITS 50th ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2008

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today in recognition of the
Escambia Federated Republican Women’s
Club upon their 50th anniversary.

For the past 50 years the Escambia Fed-
erated Republican Women’s Club, EFRWC,
has been working to better the government at
all levels. Since 1958, these women have do-
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nated thousands of volunteer hours to ensure
Republican victories in endless political cam-
paigns. The election of countless county,
State, and Federal representatives is due to
the hard work and dedication of its spirited
members.

In addition to their civic dedications, the
EFRWC is also a large force in the local com-
munity. Favor House, ARC Gateway, and the
Ronald McDonald House are just a highlight of
the local charities that have benefitted from
the outstanding philanthropy of these women.
The Lillian Baines Memorial Scholarship for
Political Science and Communications stu-
dents is another program funded by the
EFRWC’s benevolence. The group also bene-
fits political education locally by mentoring
young Republican women, thereby strength-
ening conservative values and viewpoints in
the areas they serve.

The EFRWC persistently serves the com-
munity and its volunteers play a vital role in
the physiology of elections. They take on nu-
merous responsibilities and assist with the
vital aspects of campaign work. The women of
EFRWC have exceeded the expected duties
of volunteers and their 50th anniversary is evi-
dence of their immense philanthropy. The
EFRWC’s dedication and devotion to Repub-
lican candidates benefits the entire community
and their outstanding accomplishments have
distinguished them as one of the great organi-
zations in Northwest Florida. Escambia County
is greatly indebted to their service and is hon-
ored to have them as one of their own.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to recognize the
Escambia Federated Republican Women’s
Club on its 50th anniversary.

ESTABLISHING PROGRAM TO
MAKE GRANTS REGARDING
BACKUP PAPER BALLOTS

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2008

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in strong support of the Backup
Paper Ballot Bill. This bill will ensure our com-
mitment to improving a secure, reliable, acces-
sible voting system for all Americans, and help
secure our nation’s confidence in the election
result.

Voting is one of the most fundamental rights
in our democratic system. The U.S. Constitu-
tion promises every eligible American an equal
and fair opportunity to participate in the polit-
ical process. In order to keep our country
strong, we must encourage our citizens to
vote and when they vote, we must guarantee
that their vote will count.

The 2008 election promises to bring out
record numbers to the polls. In past elections,
such as Florida and Pennsylvania, machine
failures caused voters to be turned away and
long lines at the polls. Encouraging the use of
emergency paper ballots will help ensure that
every voter will have their vote count, and
make it less likely that voters will be turned
away from the polls because of machine mal-
function. Although many states require back
up paper ballots they don’t have the resources
to do it.
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This bill will provide grants to state and local
governments to purchase backup paper bal-
lots in the event that an electronic voting sys-
tem fails to operate properly or there is some
other emergency situation. Participation would
be voluntary and states would have to institute
eligible programs.

We must take the necessary precautions to
ensure that the voices of all Americans are
heard in the 2008 election. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this bill.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE PUBLIC
HEALTH EMERGENCY RESPONSE
ACT

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2008

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to submit for the RECORD a letter from several
health organizations supporting the Public
Health Emergency Response Act of 2008,
which | introduced earlier today.

JULY 22, 2008.
Hon. RICHARD DURBIN,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.
Hon. Lo1is CAPPS,
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR DURBIN AND REPRESENTA-
TIVE CAPPS: The undersigned organizations
join in supporting your introduction of the
Public Health Emergency Response Act
(PHERA), legislation that would put a turn-
key process into place which would ensure
that victims of a public health emergency
have immediate access to medically nec-
essary healthcare services and help ensure
that we have a functioning health care sys-
tem.

A public health emergency, such as a nat-
ural disaster, biologic attack or infectious
disease outbreak, could strike at any time.
The September 11th attacks and Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita have underscored the need
for rapid access to healthcare services during
and immediately following a public health
emergency. Following Hurricane Katrina,
Congress ultimately approved $2.1 billion for
grants to certain states to cover the Med-
icaid and SCHIP matching requirements for
individuals enrolled in these programs, and
the cost of uncompensated care for the unin-
sured. However, it took six months for Con-
gress to pass the Deficit Reduction Act,
which provided for these funds. This unnec-
essary delay could have been prevented.
PHERA would put into place ahead of time a
framework for providing reimbursement for
uncompensated care in the event of a major
public health emergency.

The temporary benefit established through
this bill would help remove a disincentive for
uninsured individuals to promptly seek med-
ical care. Any delay in seeking care could re-
sult in lives lost, particularly during an in-
fectious disease outbreak when immediate
identification and isolation are very impor-
tant, and delay in seeking care could render
treatment ineffective. At a time when our
health care system could be overwhelmed
with patients, it is vital that reimbursement
issues not dissuade providers from offering
care. A study by the Center for Biosecurity
estimated that U.S. hospitals could lose as
much as $3.9 billion in uncompensated care
and cash flow losses in the event of a severe
pandemic. By helping to reduce the burden of
uncompensated care, PHERA would help en-
sure the solvency and continuity and our
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